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contemporaries of long standing, it may be said"
that the tide of opinion and favour is setting
in this direction. Yet, on the whole, experience
perhaps leads to a doubt whether the gains of
the system of signature are so very considerable
as some of us once expected. An editor on the
new system is no doubt relieved of a certain
measure of responsibility. Lord CocKburn's
panegyric on the first great editor may show
what was expected from a man in such a position
as Jeffrey's. " He had to discover, and to train,
authors; to discern what truth and the public
mind required; to suggest subjects; to reject,
and, more offensive still, to Improve, contribu-
tions ; to keep down absurdities; to infuse spirit;
to excite the timid; to repress violence; to
soothe jealousies; to quell mutinies; to watch
times; and all this in the morning of the review-
Ing day, before experience had taught editors
conciliatory firmness, and contributors reason-
able submission. He directed and controlled
the elements he presided over with a master's
judgment. There was not one of his associates
who could have even held these elements together
for a single year.....Inferior to these excel-